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Music 
 

Grade Five: Lesson 1 
 
Title:  We’ve Got Rhythm—Keep the Rhythm of the Workers (Drill Ye Tarriers Drill) 
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Standards Addressed 
 

Artistic Perception 
Processing, Analyzing, and Responding to Sensory Information Through the Language and Skills 
Unique to Music 
1.3 Read, write, and perform rhythmic notation, including quarter note triplets and tied 

syncopation. 
 

Creative Expression 
Creating, Performing, and Participating in Music 
2.1 Sing a varied repertoire of music, including rounds, descants, and songs with ostinatos and

songs in two-part harmony, alone and with others. 
2.2 Use classroom instruments to play melodies and accompaniments from a varied repertoire 

of music from diverse cultures, including rounds, descants, and ostinatos and two-part 
harmony, by oneself and with others. 

 

Historical and Cultural Context 
Understanding the Historical Contributions and Cultural Dimensions of Music 
3.1 Describe the social functions of a variety of musical forms from various cultures and time 

periods (e.g., folk songs, dances). 
3.4 Describe the influences of various cultures and historical events on musical forms and 

styles. 
ime:  20 minutes 

loor Plan:  Regular classroom setting. 

aterials Needed:   
 Silver Burdett Ginn, The Music Connection—Fifth Grade, Teacher’s Manual 
 Silver Burdett Ginn, The Music Connection—Fifth Grade 
 CD player 
 CD 9 #12 or VAPA CD #1 
 Hand drum or claves (rhythmic sticks will do) 

urpose: 
To feel the beat of the railroad workers by singing or playing the ostinato (repeating 

hythmic pattern). 
To understand how the work gave birth to this rhythmic work song. 
To sing and enjoy the song and its rhythm. 

ackground: 
The students have been introduced to steady beat and rhythm notation in earlier grades. 

ven though the students should already know what a steady beat is, it will be reviewed in this 
esson. 
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Key Questions: 
 What is an ostinato? 
 What tools does it imitate in the way that the ostinato is performed? 
 
Vocabulary: 

∗ Work song—a communal song that synchronized group tasks. 
∗ Ostinato—a rhythmic or melodic accompaniment figure repeated continuously. 
∗ Rhythm pattern—an ostinato: a musical idea that repeats throughout a piece or section 

of a piece. 
∗ Steady beat—an unchanging continuous rhythm. 

 
Steps of the Lesson 

1 Set up purpose/goals 
 Say, “Today we are going to explore some 

rhythm patterns in music.  Please open 
your music book to page 212.” (or see 
attachment) 

  “What kind of a song is this?” 
 “What tools did they use?” 
 “What is a tarrier?” (a worker) 

Thoughts for the Teacher 
How are you making your purpose clear to 
the students? 
Read together the paragraph on page 213.  The 
Cultural Connection section in the teacher’s 
manual will give the teacher a clear 
description to share with the students. 

2 Engage students 
 This is a song about drilling through rock 

by blasting it with explosives and then 
digging away the rock with a shovel or 
pick ax.  Review the two attached fact 
sheets. 

 Let’s listen to the song and clap a steady 
beat as we listen. 

How can I effectively get the students 
interested in the content of the lesson? 
Play the song and encourage the students to 
sing along and, if they can, have them clap a 
steady beat.  Doing both may be difficult for 
some. 

3 Learning Sequence 
 Now let’s create a rhythmic pattern that 

we can repeat over and over again during 
the song.  This is called an ostinato. 

 Place the students in small groups with the 
assignment to create suggestions for a 
rhythm pattern to do with the song on a 
hand drum, claves, or rhythmic sticks. 

 Practice it a couple of times before putting 
on the recording again. 

What are the BIG idea(s) of your 
presentation?  How will students 
understand/experience the material that you 
present? 
You can play the song several times letting 
several different groups of students perform 
their rhythmic patterns. 

4 Assessment 
The students should be able to demonstrate an 
understanding of an ostinato and a steady beat 
by doing it in class.   
 

How will you allow your students to deepen 
their understanding of content presented?  
(Reflect, revise, retell, refine, practice) 
Can the work song help the workers get their 
job done?  Can it do anything else for the 
workers? 
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Drill Ye Tarriers Drill 
 
 

Every morning at seven o’clock 
There’s twenty tarriers a workin’ at the rock 

The boss comes along and he says, “Keep still 
And come down heavy on the cast iron drill.” 

 
So drill, ye tarriers, drill 

And drill, ye tarriers, drill 
Oh it’s work all day for sugar in your tay (tea) 

Down beyond the railway 
And drill, ye tarriers, drill 

 
Our new foreman is Dan McCann 

I’ll tell you sure he’s a blamed mean man 
Last week a premature blast went off 

And a mile in the air went big Jim Goff. 
 

So drill, ye tarriers, drill 
And drill, ye tarriers, drill 

Oh it’s work all day for sugar in your tay (tea) 
Down beyond the railway 
And drill, ye tarriers, drill 

 
Next time payday comes around 

Jim Goff was short one buck he found 
“What for?” says he, came this reply 

“You were docked for the time you were up in the sky!” 
 

So drill, ye tarriers, drill 
And drill, ye tarriers, drill 

Oh it’s work all day for sugar in your tay (tea) 
Down beyond the railway 
And drill, ye tarriers, drill 
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