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We’re on the Web! 

www.egusd.net/donner 

School Hours 

 Kindergarten 

AM– 7:40am-11:11am 

PM—10:59am-2:30pm 

 1st—6th Grades 

8:10am-2:30pm 

Students not in the class-

room when the bell rings at 

7:40am for Kinder or 

8:10am for 1st-6th grades 

will be considered tardy. 

Michelle Jenkins, Principal  Jorge Arvizu, Vice -Principal  

Administrator's Corner 

11 YEARS IN A ROW!! 

Elitha Donner Elementary Celebrates  
 Ȱ-ÏÒÅ 4ÈÁÎ Á $ÅÃÁÄÅ ÏÆ !ÃÁÄÅÍÉÃ !ÃÈÉÅÖÅÍÅÎÔȱȢ 

 

Eleven years ago, California began the Accountability Progress Reporting 
System to measure and report the academic achievement of Californiaôs 
public school students.  The system includes three major components: 

The Academic Performance Index (API) 
The Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) 
The Program Improvement (PI) 

The California Department of Education prepares these reports on each 
school, school district, and county office of education.  The reports are 
available on the APR web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/apr.  
 

The API report shows how much a school is improving from year to year 
based on its API.  A schoolôs API is calculated from the results for each 
schoolôs students on statewide tests.  The state has set 800 as the API 
target for all schools to meet.   
 

On August 31, 2004, Elitha Donner Elementary was selected to host a press 
conference with the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Jack 
OôConnell announcing the statewide results of the Academic Performance 
Index. Our school was selected as an outstanding example of quality, as our 
API score continued to exceed the 800 target.   
 

During the 1998-1999 school year, Elitha Donner Elementary scored 810 on 
the API report.  Each school year since, Elitha Donner Elementary continued 
to score over 800.   
 

Eleven years later our school received an API score of  
867  

for the 2008-2009 school year! 
 

Elitha Donner Elementary is the only school in the Elk Grove Unified School 
District that has been above the 800 goal for each of the ten years following 
the implementation of the Public Schools Accountability Act (PSAA) of 1999.  
 

We are extremely proud that our students, teachers, staff, parents, and 
community continue to expect and support high academic standards for our 
childrenôs education! 

http://www.egusd.net/donner
http://www.cde.ca.gov/apr


Through late spring we all witnessed 

the evolving information in the 

media regarding the H1N1 virus.  

Since that time key Elk Grove 

Unified staff members have 

continued to stay abreast of this 

issue.  As such, based on input from 

the Sacramento County Division of 

Public Health and key stakeholders, 

we would like to share with you 

current information about the H1N1 

virus. 
 

As you may recall, at the 

beginning of the outbreak last 

spring, school districts were being 

directed to close schools for 

prescribed periods of time due to 

the virus.  Now, public health 

officials are indicating that the 

severity of illness from the new 

H1N1 strain is no greater than 

the typical seasonal influenza that 

circulates in our community every 

year.  At this time, the 

Sacramento County Division of 

Public Health is treating H1N1 

cases much like the regular 

seasonal flu and will not close a 

school due to a confirmed case.   
 

Please know that the Elk Grove 

Unified School District has a 

Pandemic Flu Plan that addresses 

communication, continuity of 

operations, potential school closures 

and other related needs.  The 

district has also forged strong 

relationships with the Sacramento 

County Division of Public Health and 

other partnering agencies. 
 

Should a pandemic flu escalate and 

we receive new information from 

the Sacramento County Division of 

Public Health regarding school 

closures or if we need to close a 

school, we will contact parents 

through letters home and/or our 

automated dialing system.  It is 

important that you keep your 

personal and emergency contact 

numbers updated at the school site.  

Please also ensure your emergency 

contacts know they could be called 

in the event of a school closure.  If 

you need to make a change to these 

numbers, please contact your school 

office. 
 

With the flu season approaching, 

the Sacramento County Division of 

Public Health asks that parents 

follow these guidelines: 

Students with flu-like symptoms, 

such as a fever of 100.4 degrees or 

more, muscle aches, a headache, 

sore throat, a cough, diarrhea 

and/or vomiting, should remain 

home until they are symptom free 

for at least 24 hours.  This will limit 

the spread of a flu virus such as 

H1N1, as well as many other 

illnesses. 
 

The Sacramento County Division of 

Public Health does not recommend 

that schools require a doctor's note 

for healthy or recovered students 

to return to school. 
 

¶ Talk to your students about 

washing their hands thoroughly and 

often.  One recommendation is to 

teach your child to sing Happy 

Birthday twice while washing their 

hands. 

¶ Discuss the importance of 

covering coughs and sneezes with a 

tissue or sleeve. 
 

If you have any questions or 

concerns about the H1N1 virus, 

please contact  

Sacramento County Public Health at 

(916) 875-5881 or  

find information on their website at 

www.scph.com. 

You can now order your school yearbook online at  

www.ybpay.com  

When you order online today, you will be entered into a drawing to 
win a FREE iPod!  

You can also purchase a yearbook using the attached payment envelope.  
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Order your Elitha Donner Yearbook! 

Elitha Donner Elementary School 

Health Update—H1N1 Information 

Yearbooks are $18.00 until January 30, 2010.   

At that time the cost will go up to $20.00. 

http://www.scph.com


Are you interested in eating healthier? 
Do you want to have fun while trying 
to increase the amount of fruits and 
vegetables you eat?  This year, Food 
and Nutrition Services is expanding 
our Harvest of the Month program to 
reach more students and their 
families.  With funding provided by the 
Network for a Healthy California, 
Kaiser Permanente and Raleyôs 
Family of Fine Stores, over 600 
classrooms a month will receive fresh 
produce to study and taste.  The goal 
of the program is to educate students 
and their families on the importance 
of eating fruits and vegetables, 
expose them to a variety of produce 
and encourage them to eat adequate 
amounts of fruits and vegetables 
every day.  
 

Have fun expanding your familiesô 
fruit and vegetable fare by: 
 

Buying what is in season.  While this 

EGUSD and EGPD Partner on 

"Hands-Free"  

Enforcement Campaign 
 

The Elk Grove Police Department and 
Elk Grove Unified School District ask 
drivers to help students stay safe as 
they walk to and from school by 
keeping both hands on the wheel and 
away from cellular telephones.  On 
August 17, 2009, the Elk Grove Police 
Department and Elk Grove Unified 
School District Police Services Division 
ƪƛŎƪŜŘ ƻŦŦ ŀ άƘŀƴŘǎ-ŦǊŜŜέ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ 
campaign to assist students in getting 
to school safely.  
 

The campaign centers on the 2008 
legislation enacting California Vehicle 
Code Section 23123 that prohibits 
drivers from using handheld cellular 

Trimester 2 

Ask Anne & Lisa 
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A Message from Law Enforcement 
Law enforcement states that the base 
fine for the first offense is $20 and $50 
for subsequent convictions. With the 
addition of penalty assessments, the 
fine can be more than triple the base 
fine amount. The violation is a 
reportable offense and will appear on a 
driving record, but a violation point will 
not be assigned. 
 

The Elk Grove Police Department and 
Elk Grove Unified School District thank 
community members who put down 
their cell phones while driving and 
ŎƻƳǇƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ōȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ άƘŀƴŘǎ-
ŦǊŜŜέ ŘŜǾƛŎŜΦ  

 

Please help make 
the streets safer  
for everyone.  

  

telephones while operating a motor 
vehicle.  Collision statistics indicate that 
handheld cellular phone use increases 
the risk of traffic collisions that result in 
serious injuries and fatalities. 
The law allows for motorists 18-years-
ƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŀ άƘŀƴŘǎ-free 
ŘŜǾƛŎŜέ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎΦ  Drivers are 
allowed to use the speaker function of 
their phone as long as they are not 
holding the phone. 
 

Vehicle Code Section 23124 prohibits 
drivers under the age of 18 from using 
a cellular phone or hands-free device 
while operating a motor vehicle. The 
law allows a driver to use a wireless 
telephone to make emergency calls to 
a law enforcement agency, a medical 
provider, the fire department or other 
emergency services. 
 

means you wonôt have the same 
variety all year round, you will 
have higher quality produce at its 
lowest cost.  Stores often have 
better sales on the produce that is 
in season because it is more 
plentiful and doesnôt have to be 
imported. 

 

Through September, melons are in 
season.   In  add i t i on  to 
w ate rme lon ,  can ta loupe , 
ambrosia ,  and honeydew  
melons, several of the farmers' 
markets also have different 
varieties of Indian  and Persian 
m e l o n s .  T r y  a n  e x o t i c 
Kharbouza melon ,  o r  a 
traditional yellow-skinned casaba 
melon . 

 

Red and yellow bartlett pears as 
well as a few varieties of Asian 
pears  are now ripe.  A large 
Asian pear can provide 9 grams 

of dietary fiber. 

Visiting your local Certified Farmersô 
Market.  Farmersô markets 
provide high quality, fresh 
produce and are able to keep the 
prices lower since there are no 
shipping and packaging costs 
involved.  Find the locations and 
hours of the farmerôs markets in 
this area at  www.california-
grown.com  

Trying a new fruit and/or vegetable 
every month or trying a new way 
of preparing an old favorite.   

 

If you like to stir-fry, there are carrots , 
onions , garlic , bok choy , and 
winter melon  ready to go. Try 
adding fresh thai basil  leaves 
and fragrant cilantro  a moment 
before serving. If you like spicy, 
one or two thai peppers  will do 
the trick, especially if you include 
the seeds.  

The Ask Anne & Lisa column featuring District Dietitians Anne Gaffney, R.D. & Lisa  

Vorce, R.D., appears in EGUSD school newsletters and is designed to help families build 
healthy lifestyles.  You can email questions to Anne & Lisa at Communication@egusd.net. 

http://www.california-grown.com/
http://www.california-grown.com/
mailto:Communication@egusd.net


The 2010 Governor’s Challenge 

is a contest among California 

K-12 schools that encourages 

California students, parents 

and teachers to get active, 

healthy and fit, while at the 

same time helping our school 

qualify for great awards. 
 

School Awards  

§ Grand Prizes—Three brand new 

fitness activity centers to the 

grand prize winning elementary 

school, middle school and high 

school made possible by the 

Anthem Blue Cross Foundation. 

§   Regional Awards—Eleven $5,000     

      awards to purchase physical 

activity equipment made 

possible by CVS/pharmacy 

§ Front Runner Recognitions     —        

$ 1 ,000  a war ds  to  the 

elementary, middle and high 

schools in each region that 

record the most Active Days by 

January 31, 2010 make possible 

by CVS/pharmacy. 
 

Rewards 

All students completing the 

Governor’s Challenge will qualify for 

a Certificate of Completion from 

the Governor’s Council on Physical 

fitness and Sports. Students can 

earn one certificate per academic 

year. 
 

What counts as physical activity 

in the Governor’s Challenge 

Competition? 

To successfully complete the 

Governor’s Challenge, students 

must be active 30-60 minutes a 

day at least 3 days a week for a 

month in addition to the physical 

activity they engage in as part of 

their school’s regularly scheduled 

physical education classes. For the 

purposes of this competition, 

physical activity is broadly defined 

and can include any and all forms 

of physical activity including, but 

not limited to such things as 

playing basketball, lacrosse, 

soccer, volleyball, biking boarding, 

diving, hiking, surfing, swimming, 

walking, and wrestling. 
 

How does the Council know if 

students and teachers are really 

being active? 

¶ The Governor’s Challenge 

C o m p e t i t i o n  a n d  t h e 

Governor's Challenge are based 

on the ―honor system‖ which is 

a critical part of many sports and 

fundamental to fair play.  
 

HOW WILL THIS WORK AT  

ELITHA DONNER 
 

2 Each month students will 

receive a calendar to keep 

track of their active days. 
 

The first months calendar is 
attached to this newsletter! 
Tear it off and get ready to 
start on November 2nd! 
 

2 At the end of the time period, 

students turn in their calendar 

to their classroom teacher. 

2 Parents, Teachers and Other 

Individuals— can sign up for 

the Governor’s Challenge 

themselves, and be active on 

behalf of our school.   

Sign up today at: 

www.CalGovCouncil.org/ParentTe

acherAnd Others. 
 

OUR FIRST MONTH WILL BEGIN ON 

NOVEMBER 2ND.   

Beginning November 3rd, students now have the opportunity to take  

Accelerated Reader tests after school.   

Wednesday’s from 2:30-3:15pm / School Computer Lab 
Bring your book with you! 
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Accelerated Reader Update 

Elitha Donner Elementary School 

Governor’s Challenge Competition 

Don’t forget about ―Home Connect‖  to make reading practice even more effective.  

https://Hosted17.renlearn.com/286588/HomeConnect/Login.aspx   

You can also find the link on our school website http://www.egusd.net/donner/ar.htm 

*See progress toward reading goals.            *Conduct book searches.                      *Review quiz results. 

*View the number of books read, words read, and quizzes passed.                           *And much, much more. 

https://Hosted17.renlearn.com/286588/HomeConnect/Login.aspx 
http://www.egusd.net/donner/ar.htm


Trimester 2 Page 5 

LAGUNA CREEK HIGH SCHOOL 
―Building Excellence in All‖ 

Fall 2009 Douglas L. Craig, Principal     

California Distinguished  

School LCHS Highlights 
U.S. Department of Education 

2008-2009 Regional Forum Finale Big Hit! 
Laguna Creek High School hosted the Laguna Creek Regional Parent Forum finale in April of 

2009.  Students from Elitha Donner, John Ehrhardt, and Foulks Ranch Elementary schools 

joined students from Harriett Eddy Middle School and Laguna Creek High School in a 

celebration of the visual and performing arts.  Each school band and choir showcased their 

playing and singing talent independently and then they all joined together to play and sing a 

piece collaboratively.  Student art work was also displayed throughout the LCHS Art 

UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS: 

Event Location Date 

Fall Play – Murder’s in the Heir Laguna Creek High School-Theatre November 12th-14th-7:30-10:00 PM 

College Financial Aid Night  Laguna Creek High School December 7—6:30-8:00PM 

CAAP Meeting  Laguna Creek High School December 8— 6:30-8:00 pm  

Band Concert Laguna Creek High School December 9—4:00PM 

Creek Rock  Laguna Creek High School December 11—7:00-9:00PM 

Incoming 9th Grade—Open House Laguna Creek High School January 20—6:30-8:00PM 

PTSO Tri Tip/Crab Feed Asian Sports Foundation  February 13—6:00-10:00PM 

LCHS Feeder football night October 2 nd   
The Laguna Creek Cardinalsô Football Team will be playing the Sheldon Huskies for our Homecoming Game on 

October 2, 2009 at 7:00 pm.  We would like to invite all of our feeder elementary students to come and cheer our team 

on and see all of the class floats, homecoming royalty, and marching band as we celebrate our 13th Homecoming.  

Each feeder school adult will be allowed free entrance with each paying feeder school student that has on a spirit shirt 

from their school. Please join us to cheer on to victory the defending Delta Valley League Champion Cardinals! 

LCHS Leadership camp Trains Elementary students  

Students at two LCHS feeder elementary schools received training workshops on spirit and leadership skills 

during the 2008-2009 school year. The training included public speaking, teaching tolerance of others, rumor 

control, decision-making, strategies to combat negative peer pressure, and spirit poster making.  The LCHS 

Leadership team is looking forward to continuing our partnership this year. 

Elk Grove Unified School District 



November 1 Day Light Savings Time ENDS 
 

November 2 *Red Ribbon Week   

           *Welcome Back — Track D  
 

November 6 Spirit Rally 

  November 11   

 Veteran’s Day—School Holiday 
 

November 13 Spirit Wear Day 
 

November 19 PTA General Mtg. / Bingo Night

  (5:30pm)  
 

November 20 Spirit Wear Day 

November 24 Track Change Minimum Day 

   School Dismissal (12:40pm) 
 

 November 25-November 27  

Thanksgiving Break 
 

November 30 Welcome Back—Track A 

December 4 *Spirit Wear Day 

  *PTA Winter Boutique (2:30pm) 
 

December 11 Spirit Wear Day  
    

December 17 PTA General Mtg. / 

  Winter Sing-A-Long (5:30pm) 

December 18 Spirit Wear Day 

December 23 *Spirit Wear Day 

  *Track Change Minimum Day 

   School Dismissal (12:40pm) 
 

December 24-January 1  

 Winter Break   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 4  Welcome Back-Track B 

January 8 Spirit Wear Day 

January 15 Spirit Wear Day 

January 18  

Martin Luther King Day—School Holiday 
 

 

January 21  Staff Development/Minimum Day 

  School Dismissal (12:40pm) 
 

January  22 Spirit Wear Day 

January 29 Spirit Wear Day 

February 3 *Bring Your Parents to School Day 

  *Track Change Minimum Day 

   School Dismissal (12:40pm) 
 

February 4  Welcome Back Track C 

February 5  Spirit Wear Day 

February 8  

Lincoln’s Birthday—School Holiday 
 

February 12  Spirit Wear Day 

February 15   

President’s Day—School Holiday 
 

February 18 *Staff Development/Minimum Day 

  School Dismissal (12:40pm) 

  *Laguna Creek Regional ELAC Mtg. 

  & Performance ―Celebrating Our 

  Heritage‖ at Laguna Creek HS 

  (5:30pm) 
 

February 19 Spirit Wear Day 

February 25  PTA/Tile Night (2:30pm) 

February 26  Spirit Rally 

March 1 Report Cards Go Home  

  Tracks A,B, & C 
 

March 4  Read-A-Thon/Track A 

  *Track Change Minimum Day 

   School Dismissal (12:40pm) 

Trimester at a Glance 

Page 6 Elitha Donner Elementary School 


