
In a few weeks our students in grades 2—

6 will participate in the 2009 California 

Standardized Testing and Reporting pro-

gram, known as the STAR test. 

STAR scores are used for many purposes.  

Teachers and school administrators ana-

lyze the results to help gauge a child’s 

progress.  Teachers look at each stu-

dent’s individual data, comparing the re-

sults over multiple years.  Administrators 

at the district level examine scores to 

keep track of the school’s performance.  

State and federal education experts will 

consider the data as they monitor the 

excellence of EGUSD. 

It is important that students do their 

best on these tests.  We help prepare 

your child by discussing best testing 

strategies to increase scores and learn-

ing.  We also provide extra assistance in 

the classroom or through the Learning 

Center.  Our teachers all teach a stan-

dards-based curriculum—the same cur-

riculum that is testing with the STAR 

test.  We also encourage students to do 

their best and work with them to set rea-

sonable goals for this year’s 

tests. 

STAR test results will be sent 

to each student’s home ad-

dress.  Individual results are 

confidential and will be shared only with 

parents or guardians and the student’s 

teacher(s).  Please keep these reports for 

use when talking to  

teacher(s) about ways to support your 

child’s learning. 

Listed below are some ways in which you 

can assist your child with STAR testing.  

You will also find testing dates noted on 

the back of this month’s newsletter. 

Discuss the upcoming tests with your child and try to reduce his/her anxieties about tests 

Review last year’s test results with your 3rd—6th grader 

Set Goals 

Encourage your child to do their best 

Speak positively about the test 

Attendance—be on time! 

Be aware of testing dates, and please do not schedule appointments those days 
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Important 

Dates! 

*  

March 5 

Track Change/ 

Report Cards 

A/B/C 

*  

March 6 

D Track Back 

*  

March 10 

6th B/C Parent 

Night at TJMS 

* 

March 12 

TJMS here for 

6th B/C Tracks 

*  

March 13 

Recycle Friday 

*  

March 17 

B/D Spring 

Pictures 

*  

March 23-27 

6th BCD to Sly 

Park 

*  

April 3  

Track Change 

B Track Off  

*  

April 6  

A Track Back 

HOW CAN YOU ASSIST YOUR CHILD WITH STAR TESTING?  
 



The Ask Anne & Lisa column featuring District Dietitians Anne Gaffney, R.D. 
& Lisa Vorce, R.D., appears in EGUSD school newsletters and is designed to 
help families build healthy lifestyles.   
You can email questions to Anne & Lisa at Communication@egusd.net. 

Hi Anne and Lisa,  

Can you recommend a kid-friendly power bar that tastes 
good? My son is quite a picky eater, but I want him to 
have a good snack between classes. Thanks a bunch, 

Kathy - A Toby parent 

 

Dear Kathy, A healthy snack can be the key in helping stu-

dents stay focused during the school day.  Being hungry makes it difficult to 
concentrate on any task.  While we canôt recommend a specific power bar, we 
would encourage you to check the nutrition facts labels on the foods your 
student is willing to eat.  Some nutrition experts compare power bars to a 
candy bar since they are often high in fat and sugar.  While power bars pro-
vide vitamins and minerals, these same nutrients can be found in other foods 
with much less cost.  As a guide when reading the nutrition facts label, many 
experts recommend snacks not contain more than 35% of the calories from 
fat, not more than 10% of the calories from saturated fat, and not more than 
35% sugar by weight.  These are the same guidelines that the state requires 
schools follow for any snacks sold on campus to students.  For a list of foods 
that meet these guidelines, visit the districts website at: www.egusd.net/

T hanks to:  Scott Givens (Bailey, 

Conner); Brad Penick (Zoe); 
Randy Groves (Jaden); Frankie Agosta 
(Jake); Ryan Geach (Mia, Siena, 
Diego); Khalik Alexander (Khaleesa, 
Xavier); Jeremy Hall (Jalen);  
Tyrone Rhinehart (Jeremiah, Joshua, 
Mario); Mike Azevedo (Lauren, Kylie); 
Mike Weaver (Annika); Ernie Arvizo 
(Elicia); Jerry Cordova (Anthony); Tim 
Brockway (Devin); Steve Anderson 
(Connor); Hani Shaanan (Samar) 

 

 
Thanks to the 
following dads/
grandparents/
father-figures 
who volunteered 
their time to be 
WatchDOGs at 
our school dur-
ing this past 

month.  We look forward to seeing 
additional dads throughout the 
year!  
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               Thanks to our Fabulous “WatchDOGS”!! 

A R L E N E * H E I N * E L E M E N T A R Y  

Important News...   

 

 Testing Schedules for Spring 2009 

 
STAR Testing Grades 2-6 

C/D Tracks April 21-May 1, 2009 

A/B Tracks May 19-June 4, 2009 

 

Curriculum Standards Review Exam 

(CSRE) 

Kindergarten & 1st Grade 

D Track May 11-May 22, 2009 

A/B/C Tracks June 8-June 19, 2009 
***************************************************  

 

Traffic and Parking Lot Update 

We have started using cones and 

traffic tape to block off the side-

walk area in front of the school.  This is 

to allow parents/students to enter and/or 

exit the parking lot using only the 

marked crosswalk in front of the Cham-

pions building OR the sidewalk in front 

of the school. 

Please—do not double park your vehicle 

anywhere in the school’s parking lot! Do 

not park behind a parked vehicle in the 

staff/visitor parking lot.  During 

dismissal do not leave your vehi-

cle, unless it is pulled up next to 

the curb or is in a designated spot.   

  

 * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * 

TOBY JOHNSON MIDDLE SCHOOL  
invites incoming 7th grade parents to an  

Information Night  
on Tuesday, March 10th for Track B & C,  

and Tuesday, April 14th for Tracks A & D.   

6:30 pm to 7:45 pm in the  

Toby Johnson Multi-Purpose Room 

************************ 

Toby Johnson Counselors will meet with 6th grade students at Arlene 

Hein to present information on the following dates: 

9:00-10:00 am, Thursday, March 12th for Tracks B & C 

9:00-10:00 am, April 24th for Tracks A & D 

*********************** 

All our 6th grade students will visit  

mailto:Communication@egusd.net
http://www.egusd.net/nutrition/wellness.htm

