
     In an earlier newsletter, I mentioned 

the results from last year’s Parent Sur-

vey, which provides us with important in-

formation detailing what we are doing well 

and what areas we need to improve upon.  

Our overall rating (the average percent 

indicating that our school is “effective” 

or “very effective”) is 85.22%, which is 

over 3% higher than the average for all 

elementary schools in our district—that’s 

terrific news!     The two areas that re-

ceived the lowest scores were: teaching/

developing skills in dancing/ theatre, art 

and music (also called “VAPA”); and teach-

ing computers.  I want to share with you 

the great things that we are doing in 

those areas. 

     In the area of VAPA instruction, each 

class receives 4 separate lessons in 

drama/theater, which are presented by a 

credentialed teacher, Ms. Karen Norberg, 

who has a background in theater.  Ms. 

Norberg’s lessons include teaching stu-

dents about character, plot, non-vocal 

communication, and melodrama.  The les-

sons (which are a part of the EGUSD 

VAPA Program) are closely tied to our 

Reading and Social Studies curriculum.   

Ask your child about the drama lessons!   

Our students also experience dance (as a 

part of our SPARK PE program) and  

singing as preparation for the PTO  

evening performances, and all classes par-

ticipate in fine arts instruction at differ-

ent times throughout the year. 

     Many classes (especially in intermedi-

ate) visit the computer lab to create 

power point presentation, process state 

reports, view research information, and 

much more.  Please look for computer cre-

ated projects up in your child’s classroom 

during the spring Open Houses!  

PARTNER’S PRESCHOOL 
The Elk Grove Unified School District seeks to ensure that all students realize their greatest poten-
tial and embraces a core value that students are supported through collaboration with diverse com-
munities and families. Parent involvement plays a critical role in student success, and early learning 
opportunities give every child his/her greatest chance to succeed. 
That is why, through the use of Adult Education funding and participant fees, we have been able to 
establish a high-quality Partners Preschool program that provides a way for parents to be actively 
involved in their children's early learning. By working in the classroom four times a month and at-
tending a parent education class two to four nights a month, parents/guardians assist the teacher in 
providing a unique and creative learning environment for preschool children. 
This needs assessment is to determine the level of support/interest in opening a Partners Preschool 
program in the southwest portion of EGUSD (south of Elk Grove Boulevard near the town of Frank-
lin). Watch  for the survey that will be coming home in your childôs Communication Folder. Please fill 
it out and return it to the school 
For more information about EGACEôs Partners Preschool program or the purpose of this survey, 
contact Kathy Hamilton at 686-7717.  
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Elementary School  

*  
May 4 

Minimum Day/  

C Track Off &  

Movie Day 

*  

May 5 

B Track Back 

*  

May 5 

National Teacherôs 

Day 

*  

May 7 

D Track Open 

House 6:30-7:30 

*  

May  8 

Muffins for Mom 

7:30-8:00 

*  

May 15 

Bingo Night 

5:00-8:00 

*  

May 25 

Memorial Day 

No School 

*  

May 26 

PTO Mtg. & 6th 

Grade Performs 

*  

May 29 

Last Day for  

D Track 

*  

June 1 

C Track Back 

*  

  

  

Testing Schedules for 

Spring 2009 

 

STAR Testing Grades 2-6 

C/D Tracks April 21-May 

1, 2009 

A/B Tracks May 19-June 

4, 2009 

 

Curriculum Standards  

Review Exam 

(CSRE) 

Kindergarten & 1st Grade 

D Track May 11- 

May 22, 2009 



The Ask Anne & Lisa column featuring District Dietitians Anne Gaffney, R.D. &  
Lisa Vorce, R.D., appears in EGUSD school newsletters and is designed to help families build healthy lifestyles.   
You can email questions to Anne & Lisa at Communica-
tion@egusd.net. 
 

Dear Anne and Lisa,  
Summer will be here soon and every summer my 
kids end up drinking too much soda.  Do you have 
suggestions for other beverages?   
Thanks! 
Dear Soda Concerned Mom,    

Summer is a great time to ñRethink Your Drinkò.  A 12-ounce 
can of soda has 150 calories and 10 teaspoons of sugar in the 
form of high fructose corn syrup.  If these calories are added 
to the typical diet without cutting back on something else, one 
soda a day could lead to a weight gain of 15 pounds in one 
year.   
Try these tips to help you and your family ñRethink Your 
Drinkò:Help children learn to enjoy water as the thirst 
quencher of choice. 
Make soft drinks a ñsometimesò beverage to be enjoyed in 
moderate amounts.  Remember that soft drinks include 
fruitades, fruit drinks, lemonade, energy drinks, sweet tea  
and sports drinks. 
Keep a pitcher of water in the refrigerator for easy access. 
Add lemon, lime or other fruit, or a splash of juice to water. 
Take the Soda Free Summer challenge.   

Thanks to:  Matthew Hanf (Ethan), 
Hanni Shana (Samar), Darrell 
Mays (Lewa, Dalia, Diallo), Kevin 
Bell (Monae, Trevounte, Dakari), 
William Bishop (Marshall, Kaila, 
Dakari), Rodney Price (Kiera, 
Tiera, Imya, Jada), Tim Brockway 
(Devin), Amar Shergill (Armaan, 
Sunsaara), Malik Abdul-Khaliq 
(Kayla), Restituto Diwata (Micah), 
Mike Orvedohl (David), Art Feasel 
(Erica) 

Thanks to the following dads/
grandparents/father-figures who  

volunteered their time to be  
WatchDOGs at our school during this 

past month.  We look forward to  
seeing additional dads  
throughout the year!  
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               Thanks to our Fabulous òWatchDOGSó!! 

A R L E N E * H E I N * E L E M E N T A R Y  

Important News...   

 

  

  

BIKE HELMETS  

We love seeing so many of our students bike, scoot or 

skateboard to school!   What a terrific way to promote a 

healthy lifestyle!   We do ask that you please remember 

that all children under the age of 18 MUST wear a helmet when on a 

bike, scooter or skateboard.   If we have a child coming to school with-

out one, we will hold onto the bike/scooter/skateboard and will contact 

you to deliver a helmet for a safe trip home at the end of the school 

day!  Thanks for your help with this safety requirement!  

==========================================================  
ñNo U-Turnò Information 

California Vehicle Code section 22103 CVC says that no U-turns are allowed when 
other vehicles are approaching from either direction within 200 feet.  As our arrival and 
dismissal times are heavily impacted with traffic, this vehicle code will apply to Toscano 
Drive, Valgrande Way and Castelli Court, as well as to those who drop students off on 

Bellaterra Drive and then make a U-turn on Bellaterra.   We have been advised by 
police services that enforcement action will be taken in the near future.   

6th Grade Parents- 
Does math homework leave you feeling confused or overwhelmed? 
And in a year or two, your student may be taking Algebra! Do you 
wonder how you will help your child then?  Help is available!  Algebra 
for Parents is a class taught for parents just like you.  Basic Algebra/
Algebra-Readiness skills are offered in this class, such as positive and 
negative numbers, solving equations, and working with fractions.  The 
goal of the class is to give parents the ability to approach math text-
books and math teachers with increased confidence.  Dates: Thursday 
evenings - May 21, 28, and June 4, 2009. Time: 6 pm ς 8 pm. Location: 
Toby Johnson Middle School, Room MG-11. (The street address is 
10099 Franklin High Road, Elk Grove, CA 95757)  Cost: $25 for all 3 
weeks and including materials 
to be provided.  The class is 
taught by Jennifer Holden, a 
Toby Johnson Math teacher 
with 10 years of experience 
teaching middle school Alge-
bra Readiness and Algebra, 
and high school Algebra. 

For more information and to signup to take the challenge, go to:  
www.sodafreesummer.org   Here is a chart from the Soda Free Summer 

web page, showing how much soda is in different beverages. 

mailto:Communication@egusd.net
mailto:Communication@egusd.net
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