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FEBRUARY/MARCH 2009

ImporTANT DATES

2/3 Community Board Meeting
2/5 Wrestling Meet @ Smedberg
26 Minimum Day

2/9 NO SCHOOL

Club Live Ski Trip
2/10 7th Grade Basketball Games @
Johnson
2/11 6th Grade Visit to Kerr
Track A & McKee
2/12 7th Grade Baskethall Games@
Kerr vs. Jackman
Wrestling Meet @ Kerr vs.
Pinkerton
2/16 NO SCHOOL
2/17 7th Grade Basketball Games @
Rutter
2/18 Silver K Assembly
Lip Sync Try-Outs
2/19 7th Grade Basketball Games @
Albiani
Wrestling Meet @ Kerr vs.
Albiani
2/20 Lip Sync Competition
2/23 Nightmare on Puberty Street -
8th Grade
2/25 Incoming 6th Grade Parent Night
Track A & McKee
2/26 7th Grade Basketball Games @
Harris
3/3 STAR Writing Test - 7th Grade
7th Grade Basketball Games @
Kerr vs. Pinkerton

3/4 Open House

3/5 Basketball Games @ Kerr vs.
Johnson

3/10 7th Grade Basketball @ Jackman

3/11 Incoming 9th Grade Parent Night

@ E.G. High School
3/12 7th Grade Basketball Games @
Kerr vs. Rutter
3/13 WEB Dance 7th Grade &
Leadership
3/18 Super Star Lunch
3/19 7th Grade Basketball Games @
Eddy
3/24 7th Grade Basketball Games @
Kerr vs. Harris
3/25 6th Grade Visit to Kerr
Tracks B,C & D
3/26 7th Grade Basketball Games @
Kerr vs. Smedberg
Band Concert
3/27 Minimum Day - End of 3rd TERM
3/27-3/29 8th Grade Disneyland Trip

GEOGRAPHY BEE

Congratulations to all participants in the annual Joseph Kerr Geogra-
phy Bee. This years’ top three finishers were Joshua Lourence, Nate
Trinidad and Alexis Ramirez. Joshua Lourence will be taking a written
exam to see if he qualifies for the state competition. Below is a list of
all the participants:

Kristen Bonnevier, Jacob Corrigan, Kyle Corrigan, Nolan Crumback,
Emily Curtis, Stan Dettner, Lindsey Dotson, Miranda Drolet, Alan Fer-
nandez, Daniel Lengerich , Kendall Lewis, Dakota Lockhart, Joshua
Lourence, Jacob Mendoza, Mason Moulay, Kara Newhart, Matt Planesi,
Kelsey Prettyman, Alexis Ramirez, Kira Ruscher, Tara Salewsky, Kyle
Saxelid & Nate Trinidad.

Kudos to Mr. Margiott, teacher, who organized the J.K.M.S. annual
"Geography Bee"!

E-MAIL
' Do you have questions for Kerr? Please e-mail them
to askkerr@equsd.net and the school secretary will
answer your guestions or forward them to the appro-
priate person.

SCHOOL LOOP http://www.ker.schoolloop

SCHOOL WEB SITE http://egusd.net/kerr/

EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION

If you have moved, changed telephone or cell phone numbers or use a
new email address, please make sure that the school has the correct
emergency contact information. Emergency contact information allows
us to contact you in an emergency or when your child is not at school.
It is important that we have the most current information.

If you need to change this information, add an email address or phone
number, please contact us at (916) 686-7728.
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ACTIVITY DIRECTOR’S CORNER

( %
~ ' Kerr has some exciting events
W planned for the early spring. ASB will
* be selling Valentines the week of
February 9", which will be delivered
to that special someone’s sixth period class the
Friday before Valentines Day. The Lip Sync Com-
petition will be held on February 20", with the all
important try outs on February 18™. Students will
need to bring their own CD or MP3 player with the
appropriate song of their choice to the Multi-
Purpose for the try-outs. 8" graders will have the
opportunity to view Kaiser Permanente’s theatrical
show titled, “Nightmare on Puberty Street” on
February 23™. Remember all students must have
a signed permission slip to view the assembly.

Did you forget to take a school picture at the be-
ginning of the year? Do you want to have an-
other picture for the yearbook? Lifetouch will be
back at Kerr on March 10" for the Spring Program
Portraits.

March also will have the much

anticipated W.E.B. Dance. On

Friday, March 13" the 7"

grade only dance will be a

50's themed Sock Hop, but

don’'t worry, we’ll be playing all of 2009’s hits!!
March ends with the MUCH anticipated 8" grade
only Disney Land Trip on the 27™. Cost is $175 or
$170 with an ASB sticker. Packets complete with
registration and field trip waivers will be available
in the SAC starting February 9.

DEPARTMENT INFORMATION

SOCIAL SCIENCE
It is hard to believe the school year is halfway
over and we have already begun Term 3.

The Seventh Grade Social Sci-
ence teachers are excited to
begin Term 3 with "The Fall of
Rome" unit. The students will
then begin a 6-8 week unit
learning about Europe during
the middle ages. This unit includes the geography
of Europe, feudalism, the manor system, knights,

castles, cathedrals and the spread of Christianity
throughout Europe. It is an exciting unit and the
students really get involved in the curriculum.

Eighth grade students just completed the "U.S.

Government" unit! Ask them what the "3

branches" are! Check to see if they can tell you

the first 3 words of the Constitution!

We are moving on now with units on:

¢ Launching the New Nation ...the challenges

e The Jefferson Era... the Louisiana Purchase,
Lewis and Clark, The War of 1812

e A New National Identity... Foreign Policy, Na-
tionalism, Sectionalism

e The Age of Jackson ... Jacksonian Democracy,
Indian Removal

e Expanding West ...Trails West, Texas, Mex.-
Amer. War, Gold Rush

All of the above is preparation for el
the Civil War, coming in the 4th
term. a7 B

Again, any books, films, information you can share
on these topics are welcomed and useful to your
student!

Please check your student's backpack and replen-
ish their supply of:

pencils (sharpened)

pens

colored pencils

glue sticks

Your students should be removing 1st and 2nd
term papers, organizing their binders for the 3rd
term. Thanks for your assistance in making sure
this happens.

AVID

As we begin the second half of the school year,
our AVID classes are very busy and productive.
First Term found us getting to know each other
through team building activities. We analyzed
how we spend our time and learned about time
management. We discovered what types of learn-
ers we are and how to be more productive when
we study. During Term 2 we learned about the
tutorial process and we continue to use tutorial
time to ask questions to help us understand the
concepts from our core classes. Term 3 will focus
on English Language Arts standards. A part of
that is reading comprehension and AVID students



are given time to read and discuss their independ-
ent books with their classmates during tutorials.
Additionally, all AVID students are required to
read at least 2 books from the Royal Reader con-
test. We hope you and your student are finding
the AVID strategies helpful and applicable to the
core curriculum.

n r/ SILVER K
Congratulations to our students who are
’ working towards earning their Silver K
== " Ipins. We will have our first pinning
ceremony in February and students may attend by
invitation only. If your young adult is working to-
wards earning this high honor, he or she should
be attending weekly meetings and turning in peti-
tions. Our final assembly will be in April or May.

COUNSELORS

Happy New Year! We hope you
are all enjoying a happy and
healthy 2009. We have been
busy with lots of important and
exciting activities and events for the new year in-
cluding College Night, STAR testing rewards and
incentives, and course selection for the 2009-2010
school year.

Classroom Visits

In December and January, counselors visited
classrooms and gave presentations on the topics
of bullying and harassment. Students received
written information as well as review of behavior
expectations outlined in the TracKerr. At the con-
clusion of the presentations, students took a quiz
on the material reviewed.

Academic Talent Search

Students can take the qualifying exam at the Sac-
ramento State University campus. Students who
take the test may be eligible to take college
classes at Sacramento State University in the sum-
mer. The program offers fun but rigorous courses
in various subjects of interests. Some of the
classes offered include Organic Chemistry, Car-
tooning, Kinetic Sculpture, Bridge Design or Power
Vocabulary. For additional information, please
contact Mrs. Tsuda.

. Incoming 7™ Grade Information
" It's already that time to start planning for
the following school year. We have
planned lots of great activities and events
to help make the transition to Kerr as smooth as
possible for both students and parents. We will
be visiting the elementary schools sometime in
February and March to share information regard-
ing classes, schedules and middle school expecta-
tions.

In addition, we will be hosting two Parent Infor-
mation Meetings in March and April. Administra-
tion, counselors, and several teachers will be
there to answer any and all questions regarding
your child attending Joseph Kerr for the 2009-
2010 school year. We hope these informational
events can help ease the anxiety of starting a new
school. We look forward to meeting you!

8™ Grade Course Selection

Before you know it, it will be time to regis-

ter for classes for the 2009-2010 school

year. Counselors will be visiting 7" grade
PE classes to explain the registration process in
March. During these meetings, students will re-
ceive registration forms for next year’s classes in-
cluding Honors, Peer Resource, and Office Aide
applications.

High School Course Selection

Counselors from Elk Grove High School

will be visiting our 8" grade students in

March to provide information about high
school requirements and to select 9™ grade
courses. A parent information night will be held
for Elk Grove High School students on March 11,
2009 at 6:00 p.m. at Elk Grove High School.

STAR REWARDS!!!

Students will be taking their standard-

ized tests in April. In March students

will receive their STAR CARDS reward-

ing them for their hard work last year

during testing. The STAR AWARD PROGRAM re-
wards students based on their performance and
improvement on the standardized tests from one
year to the next. All students will receive a STAR
CARD that displays the number of “STARS” they
earned on the 2008 CST. A menu of reward items
will be displayed in teachers’ classrooms for stu-
dents to choose from. Each item is worth a certain
amount of “punches” on their card.



Students who earn a certain number of STARS will
be invited to a celebratory lunch. We are so proud
of the hard work and dedication our students put
in to testing last year. We look forward to more
STARS this spring.

) @\ Counseling Department
3 1,«/%& Counselors are available to meet with

L2~ students and parents regarding aca-

— demic, personal and/or social concerns.

Counselors are assigned as follows:

Counselor Student Last Name
Mr. Farwell A-G
Ms. Wolff H-Q
Ms. Tsuda R-Z

Patricia Allen-Hunter is the counseling technician
and can assist you with any questions or con-
cerns. The phone number where you can reach us
is 686—7728.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

TERM 3 PROGRESS REPORTS

Our third Term Progress Report period ends
on Friday, February 20th. Progress Reports
will be given to all students in their 6™ period
class on Wednesday, February 25th, to hand
carry home. If a student received any grade
below a C, a Progress Report will also mailed
home. The 3rd Term comes to a close on
March 27th and report cards will be mailed
home shortly thereafter. Please feel free to
contact your child’s teacher(s) or counselor
should you have any questions.

Each term Progress Reports will go home with
your student and Report Cards will be mailed
home.

HEAD LICE

It's that time of year when we have unwelcomed
visitors—head lice—in our Elk Grove area schools.
Anyone can get lice. An old saying goes, “It's no
disgrace to get lice, but it is to keep them.” The
problem is that lice are more of a nuisance than a
real health hazard. However, they need to be
controlled. To do this we need your help as par-
ents to periodically inspect your child’s hair. Head
lice cannot jump or hop, but are transmitted by
combs, brushes, scarves, hats, caps, etc., or very
close personal contact. If you suspect head lice in
your family, every member of the household
should be checked. Unless every head within the
family is free from lice and their eggs, lice will
continue to exist and multiply.

Head lice are tiny bugs (about 1/8 inch long) that
live on the hair or scalp. They are transmitted
from one person to another by direct contact or
on shared combs, hairbrushes or hats. They can
be acquired from upholstered furniture and bed-
ding. Head lice require frequent meals of human
blood; lice that have fallen off the person will die
at room temperature (68 to 70 degrees) usually in
three days.

People can have head lice for a period of time and
not know it. It takes about ten days for the nits
(eggs) to hatch . If you think you or your child
have been in contact with a person who has head
lice, check the heads of all those exposed for 10
days. Check around the base of the neckline and
ears. It is easier to see the nits in sunlight (nits
are about 1/16 of an inch in size.)

Following is a check list that you will need to fol-
low to help your child get rid of the lice
(pediculosis) if he/she should acquire them:

Purchase an over the counter pediculicide (lice
shampoo), or consult your physician for a recom-
mended treatment. Please follow lice shampoo
directions carefully.

After shampooing, scrape by hand each of the tiny
eggs off the hairs. A good light is needed to see
them. A fine tooth metal comb will help remove
the nits. Nit removal is very important, as the
shampoo does not always Kill all the eggs still on
the hair. While it is easier to remove nits from
shorter hair, it is not necessary to shave or cut the
hair.



Wash the child’'s clothing and bed linens in hot
water and dry on the hottest dryer cycle appropri-
ate.  All personal clothing, bedding, pillows,
combs, and brushes should be washed in very hot
water followed by a hot dryer. Vacuum furniture
and carpeting where the child has rested or
played. Seal non-washable items (stuffed animals,
cloth toys, etc.) in plastic bags for two weeks.

Repeat anti-lice shampoo treatment in (7-10)
days. The child does not have to remain home
during this time.

Thank you for your cooperation.

KERR BOOSTER CLUB

Did you participate in our Chick-fil-A night? Or
enjoyed our tasty treats at the Winter Band
Concert? Kerr Booster Club has arrived! |
would like to introduce our wonderful board:

President — Nicole Rogers
Vice-President - Diana Ligh
Secretary - Lori Barnes
Treasurer — Christine Anderson
Historian — Christina Robinson
Volunteer — Lisa Wilson

We are always looking for new volun-
teers. You do not want to miss out on all of
the fun! Our meetings are held the 3" Tues-
day of each month. Our next meeting will be
held February 17™ at 6:00pm in the office
conference room. Please email us at kerr-
booster@gmail.com if you would like to at-
tend, have any questions, comments or sug-
gestions.

Nicole Rogers
Booster Club President

DISTRICT INFORMATION

Foggy/Adverse Weather
Transportation Information

Under foggy or adverse weather con-
ditions, school bus service may be im-
pacted, resulting in delays or cancella-
tions. By law, school buses are pro-
hibited from traveling when there is
less than 200 feet of visibility in each direction.

The Transportation Department Safety Plan, in-
cludes “spotters” who live in various outlying ar-
eas of the district. They report weather condi-
tions in the early morning hours if there is limited
visibility or other adverse weather condi-
tions. When visibility or conditions are reduced to
an unsafe level, bus drivers will pull off the road-
way at the nearest safe location and may not pro-
ceed until safe. The driver will notify the trans-
portation dispatcher regarding their location and
estimated time of delay, who will in turn, notify
the schools.

On days when we are experiencing delays, par-
ents may check our “weather hotline” at 686-7733
and select #3 for an update. This information will
also be shared on the district's web site, and the
media will be notified when appropriate. Please
remember, fog levels vary greatly in our
area. While the sun may have broken through in
your area, your bus may still be experiencing de-
lays.

Stopping Cyberbullying — It’s the Law

California begins the New Year with a law aimed
at curtailing cyberbullying. Assemblyman Ted Lieu
introduced Assembly Bill 86, which “adds cyber-
bullying to school disciplinary codes that previ-
ously defined bullying only in terms of direct
physical or verbal harassment.”

This bill is in response to the escalating issues
with cyberbullying nationwide. At middle and high
school sites - and even elementary sites - school



administrators and counselors are seeking ways to
reverse this cruel trend. Cyberbullying is when a
child, preteen or teen is tormented, threatened,
harassed, humiliated, embarrassed or otherwise
targeted by another child, preteen or teen using
the Internet, interactive and digital technologies
or mobile phones.

% EGUSD has brought together an

@ F = Internet Safety Task Force to address

\ cyberbullying. One of the main Task

~ Force goals is to develop a district

wide program that embeds the ethi-

cal use of the Internet into the K-12 curriculum,
with an initial focus on grades 4-6.

Throughout the year, the task force and 2Web-
watchers will be providing the Elk Grove commu-
nity with resource links to educate our students
on what digital citizenship means. For our first
elementary level resource, we recommend reading
advice on cyberbullying (http://www.mcgruff.org/
Advice/cyberbullies.php) posted to the
McGruff.org (http://www.mcgruff.org/) website.
The Shrink the Cyberbully game is appropriate for
students in grades 3-6.

For additional resources on cyberbullying, please
visit our 2Webwatchers resource links at:
(http://2webwatchers.edublogs.org/)

EGUSD to Offer Open Enrollment at
Eleven Middle and High schools

The Elk Grove Unified School District is accepting
applications from district students who wish to
apply for Open Enroliment at eleven EGUSD mid-
dle and high schools.

Six middle schools will offer Open Enroliment:
Harriet Eddy, Samuel Jackman, Joseph Kerr, Eliza-
beth Pinkerton, James Rutter and T.R. Smedberg.

Five high schools will offer Open Enrollment: Co-
sumnes Oaks, Elk Grove, Florin, Laguna Creek and
Valley.

Open Enroliment applications for students cur-
rently enrolled in the 6™ and 7™ grades for the
2008-2009 school year will be accepted for the

following schools: Eddy, Jackman, Kerr, Pinkerton,
Rutter and Smedberg middle schools.

Open Enrollment applications for students cur-
rently enrolled in the 8™, 9™, 10" and 11™ grades
for the 2008-2009 school year will be accepted for
the following schools: Elk Grove, Florin, Laguna
Creek and Valley high schools.

Students currently enrolled in the 8", 9™ and 10™
grades for the 2008-2009 school year are also eli-
gible to apply for Open Enrollment at Cosumnes
Oaks High School.

To apply for Open Enrollment, parents/guardians
should complete one Open Enrollment form for
each student. If applying to more than one site,
parents/students will be asked to identify their
first and second choice. Copies of the form are
available at schools, by calling the Secondary Edu-
cation office at (916) 686-7706 or online at
www.eqgusd.net.

Parents/guardians of students granted an Open
Enroliment Transfer are responsible for providing
transportation for the student to and from school.
EGUSD will not provide transportation for these
students. In addition, Open Enrollment Agree-
ments only apply to the student submitting the
application. It does not include siblings.

For students currently enrolled at a secondary
school on Open Enrollment who intend to con-
tinue at their current school DO NOT need to re-
apply for Open Enrollment.

The deadline for submitting the application is 5
p.m. on Friday, February 13, 2009. Late ap-
plications will not be considered. Questions can
be directed to the Secondary Education office at
(916) 686-7706.

No elementary schools are included in Open
Enrollment for the 2009-2010 school year.




Community Board Meetings:
February 3, 2009

Community members will have an opportunity to
ask questions and get answers from EGUSD board
members on February 3, 2009, at Community
Board Meetings. Each year, EGUSD’s seven trus-
tees hold individual meetings at seven school sites
as a way of bringing the board to the community.

The meetings offer an opportunity for the board
to give an update about the district and to answer
questions. In honor of the 50" Anniversary, this
year’'s meetings will also include a screening of the
fourth segment of a student produced film honor-
ing the district’s rich history.

The meetings are from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. Snacks
and water will be provided. Trustees will be hold-
ing meetings at the following locations:

Jeanette J. Amavisca -
Isabelle Jackson Elementary School

Pollyanna Cooper-LeVangie —
Elliott Ranch Elementary School

Priscilla Cox —
Joseph Kerr Middle School

Pamela Irey —
Helen Carr Castello Elementary School

William Lugg, Jr. —
Florin High School

Chet Madison, Sr. —
Charles Mack Elementary School

Brian D. Myers —
Arnold Adreani Elementary School

If you have any questions about the meetings,
please contact the EGUSD Communications De-
partment at (916) 686-7732 or communica-
tion@equsd.net.

Ask Anne and Lisa

The Ask Anne & Lisa column featuring District Dieti-
tians Anne Gaffney, R.D. & Lisa Vorce, R.D., appears in
EGUSD school newsletters and is designed to help
families build healthy lifestyles. You can email ques-
tions to Anne & Lisa at Communication@egusd.net.

Hi Anne and Lisa:

Can you recommend a kid-friendly power bar that
tastes good? My son is quite a picky eater, but |
want him to have a good snack between classes.
Thanks a bunch,

Kathy - Toby parent

Dear Kathy:

A healthy snack can be the key in helping stu-
dents stay focused during the school day. Being
hungry makes it difficult to concentrate on any
task. While we can’t recommend a specific power
bar, we would encourage you to check the nutri-
tion facts labels on the foods your student is will-
ing to eat. Some nutrition experts compare power
bars to a candy bar since they are often high in
fat and sugar. While power bars provide vitamins
and minerals, these same nutrients can be found
in other foods with much less cost. As a guide
when reading the nutrition facts label, many ex-
perts recommend snacks not contain more than
35% of the calories from fat, not more than 10%
of the calories from saturated fat, and not more
than 35% sugar by weight. These are the same
guidelines that the state requires schools follow
for any snacks sold on campus to students. For a
list of foods that meet these guidelines, visit the
districts website at: www.equsd.net/nutrition/
wellness.htm and click on “Snack Products”.

Thanks for Asking, Anne & Lisa

X ¥




February 2009
Joseph Kerr Middle Schoo/

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Community S V\é[)est"nggo@ MINIMUM
4:
Board T i
Meeting 7:00 12:01 p.m.
p.m. (MP
Room)
Uncle Jer's Cookie Fund Raiser - Band |
Club Live Ski 7th Grade 6th Grade Visit 7th Grade Popcorn in the
Trip Basketball to Kerr Track Basketball Library @
Games @ A & McKee Games @ Kerr Lunch
N_O SC','|OOL Johnson 4:30 9-11 a.m. (MP vs. Jackman
Lincoln’s Day pm Room) 4:30 pm
Wrestling @
Kerr vs.
Pinkerton 4:30
pm
NO SCHOOL 7th Grade Lip Sync 7th Grade Lip Sync
Washington's Basketball Try-Outs 3:30 Basketball @ Compention
Day Games @ pm Albiani 4:30 R
Rutter 4:30 pm R pm Popcorn in the
Assembly 9 Wrestling @ Library @ Lunch
a.m. (MP Kerr vs. Progress Reports
Room) Albiani 4:30 TERM 3
pm
Nightmare on Incoming 6th 7th Grade Popcorn in the
Puberty Street Grade Parent Basketball Library @
8th Grade Night TRACK Games @ Lunch
2:00-3:00 p.m. A & McKee Harris 4:30 pm
(MP Room) Elementary
6:00-7:00 pm
(MP Room)

Jan 2009

T w T F S

Mar 2009

S M T w T
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27 28 29 30 31

1 2 3 4 5
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28




March 2009
Joseph Kerr Middle Schoo/

Sunday

15

22

29

Disneyland Trip

Monday

16

23

30

Friday Saturday

6 I

Popcorn in the
Library @
Lunch

13

Popcorn in the
Library @
Lunch

14

WEB Dance
7th Grade &
Leadership
3:30-5:30 pm

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
7th Grade Open House 7th Grade
Basketball 6:00 pm Basketball

Games @ Kerr Games @ Kerr

vs. Pinkerton vs. Johnson

4:30 pm 4:30 pm
STAR Writing
Test - 7th
Grade

7th Grade Incoming 9th 7th Grade

Basketball Ni;]rf‘c@'e;i’é?;\/e Basketball
Games @ High School Games @ K?rr
Jackman 4,30 6:00-7:30 pm vs. Rutter 4:30

pm (EGHS Cafeteria) pm

Super Star 7th Grade

Lunch (MP Basketball
Room) Games @ Eddy

4:30 pm
7th Grade 6th Grade Visit to 7th Grade
Basketball Kerr TRACKS B, Basketball

Games @ Kerr
vs. Harris 4;30
pm

C&D9-11am.
(MP Room)

8th Grade
Registration
thru P.E.

31

Games @ Kerr
vs. Smedberg
4:30 pm

Band Concert
6:30-8:30 pm
(MP Room)

20 21

Popcorn in the
Library @
Lunch

27

End of 3rd
TERM
MINIMUM
DAY -
Dismissal
12:01 p.m.

28

Disneyland Trip 8th Grade

Feb 2009

w T [F S

Apr 2009

S M T w T [F S
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24
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11 12 13 14
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